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Message From Chief Anne
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This last year has been challenging 
to say the least. I hope you are 
finding ways to stay healthy and safe 
within your small family bubbles. 

It has been over a year since I 
declared a Local State of 
Emergency on Toquaht Lands. 
Access to our lands, including 
Macoah and the marina and 
campground, remains restricted 
to Macoah residents only.

This decision was made by your Executive to help keep everyone safe. For many of you, this has 
meant you have not been able to come home. For others, it has meant being home without 
having visitors. I know this is hard for everyone and I thank you for your dedications and 
understanding. As you will see in this newsletter, we are getting the new community building ready 
for the day when we can gather again. I very much look forward to this celebration.

It has been a hard year, but a busy one for the Toquaht Nation Government. Although our office 
has been closed to public, the admin team has been hard at work, and so have my colleagues in 
Executive. In addition to the daily operations of government, we focused on looking forward. You 
will see this work presented in the new Strategic Plan, provided with this newsletter. This Strategic 
Plan identifies special areas of focus for the coming 3 years to help reach our vision for the future, 
a future where I envision Toquath families thriving within our ḥaaḥuułi.
 
The Strategic Plan was presented to the People’s Assembly on March 27th. We explained how your 
leadership—your Executive—refined our vision, developed a mission, and identified strategic 
objectives for getting there. We then worked with the management team to determine goals and 
strategies for meeting those objectives. Each of those strategies require resources which have 
been included in the annual budget, also presented at the People’s Assembly. We will continue to 
report to the People’s Assembly on our progress and look forward to your input. 

April 1 marked 10 years since the effective date of our Treaty—10 years of self-government! I am so 
proud of what we have accomplished. We are only getting started and I look forward to the next 
phase of our growth and development. 

čuu

Wii-tsuts-koom
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Monday, May 24, 2021    Victoria Day
Monday, June 21, 2021    National Indigenous Peoples Day
Thursday, July 1, 2021    Canada Day
Monday, August 2, 2021    BC Day
Monday, September 6, 2021   Labour Day
Monday, October 11, 2021  Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, November 11, 2021  Remembrance Day
Friday, December 24, 2021  Christmas Eve
Monday, December 27, 2021  for Christmas Day
Tuesday, December 28, 2021  for Boxing Day
Monday, January 3, 2022  for New Year’s Day
 
    Other Occasions
Wednesday, April 1, 2021  10 Year Anniversary of Maa-nulth Treaty
Saturday, June 26, 2021    People’s Assembly

Good day Toquaht Citizens,

This time of year has always been my favourite. 
Longer days, warmer weather and the first signs 
of spring are in the air. As I sit in front of Macoah passage, I am reminded to be grateful for who 
we are, where we come from, and the future looks promising. 

The community services team have been working together remotely since the end of March 2020 
and will continue to support and serve citizens the best we can.

Love and respect to all!
Lisa Morgan, Director of Community Services

Upcoming Holidays and Office Closures

Message from Director of 
Community Services:

Community Service Updates
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Community Service Updates Cont.

Elder Appreciation Grant:

Congratulations to Vince McKay Sr. 
and  Charlotte Carpenter for winning 
the Elder Appreciation Grant of
$500 each!

Community Services Support 
and Services:

K-12 Education:

School Supply Allowance: Any student or 
their guardian can apply for the school 
supply allowance. Rates are based on 
student enrollment (grades). There is no 
deadline to submit an application and 
all applications may be mailed, faxed, or 
emailed to Naomi Mack.

Good Grades Allowance: Any student or 
their guardians may apply for the good 
grades incentive. This incentive is meant 
to recognize students who try their best in 
school. Report cards must be submitted to 
Naomi within 2 weeks of receiving them.  
Students may receive up to $200/year.

Youth Recreation Fund: Available for any 
student enrolled in K-12, for a maximum of 
$500/year (April 1- March 31). Funds can 
assist with extra-curricular activities and 
field trips.  
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Community Service Updates Cont.
Support and Services

Post-secondary Education:

If you are interested in attending a type of 
training, you may be eligible to apply to 
post-secondary. Toquaht has developed our 
own post-secondary education policy to better 
adapt and serve our citizens. This gives citizens 
the ability to apply to enroll in training without 
limitations.

The following courses and programs are eligible 
for funding under this policy: Short-term
certificates (80 hours or less), Adult Basic 
Education, College /University programs, 
Technical/Trades and Vocational Training, 
Certificates, Diplomas and Undergraduate 
degrees and graduate degrees. 

Funding for short-term certificates can be 
submitted anytime and will be processed on
a first come, first served basis until funding
is exhausted. 

Upcoming Important Dates for 
Post-secondary Students:

May 15 – Students who have finished a 
winter semester (Jan-April) must submit 
their unofficial grades to Toquaht by 
May 15.

July 15 – Applicants for Sept 1 entrance 
must submit all supplemental 
information by July 15 at 4:30pm.

NETP provides employment related 
services and programs to all First Nation 
Peoples living in the geographic service 
area covering the Vancouver Island 
West Coast.  

Their Case Managers can help you: explore career options and the job market, build your 
resume and cover letter, enhance your life skills (eg. confidence, communication, problem 
solving), enhance your practical skills (eg. literacy, numeracy, computer skills), and overcome 
barriers to your employment (eg. driver’s license, getting your Grade 12, work gear, work 
clothing and daycare). Be sure to check out their Facebook Page regularly to get the latest 
training news at www.facebook.com/nuuchahnulth.employment.

NETP
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Community Service Updates Cont.

Support and Services

First Nation’s Health Benefits:

First Nation’s benefits provide 
coverage for:

• BC Medical Service plan (MSP) premiums
• Ambulance invoices and items and services 

that fall under the six benefit areas
• Dental
• Vision care
• Medical supplies and equipment
• Pharmacy 
• Medical transportation
• Mental health 

The mental health enefit provides 
coverage through three programs:

• Mental wellness and counselling
• Indian residential school resolution health 

support, and
• Missing and murdered indigenous women 

and girls health support group

Each program has its own eligibility criteria. All 
services require approval from Health Benefits. 
Call 1-855-550-5454 to find out more.

Pharmacy:

From time to time, our department get calls 
from a concerned citizen asking why their 
medication is not covered and the citizen 
had to pay out of pocket.

Some items and services covered under the 
pharmacy benefit will require approval 
before pharmacy providers can bill for 
them. These items are called ‘Special 
Authorities’. Prescribers (physician) can 
submit a Special Authority request directly 
to PharmaCare. If PharmaCare denies a 
Special Authority request, prescribers 
can resubmit a request with 
additional information.  

For more info, call 1-855-550-5454
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Community Service Updates Cont.

Support and Services Cont.

Patient Travel
If a citizen needs to travel outside of their 
community for medical services, they are 
eligible for patient travel. One step in the 
process is to submit a ‘Confirmation of 
Appointment Attendance’ form to the 
patient travel clerk Noreen Frank following 
each appointment. This is a Government of 
Canada requirement. 

If the Toquaht Nation does not submit all
required forms for patient travel, we will lose 
our funding. Any citizen who fails to submit a 
Confirmation of Appointment Attendance 
form will lose the privilege of receiving 
patient travel in advance of appointments.  
Reimbursement will only be provided after 
the appointment has been attended and 
only if all required forms are submitted. 

Please contact Noreen who can mail, fax, 
and/or email you an application form for the 
medical practitioner/staff to sign.

Uuštukyuu Healing Services 
Uuštukyuu are a network of indigenous
traditional practitioners guided by the 
teaching that healing is unconditional love, to 
give strength that is missing to the person who 
needs healing. We provide cultural 
healing practices (in person as able and 
online as needed) and traditional medicines, 
to those who reach out. We are also taught 
that we are born with everything we need. 
?Uuii (medicines) and ceremony help us 
strengthen and connect to our own healing 
abilities. 

The Uuštukyuu medicine network harvests, 
prepares and delivers traditional medicines 
for anyone who asks for them, to the best of 
our ability. Uustukyuu takes each request as it 
comes- we often send medicines out for many 
different types of cancer, diabetes, blood 
sugar and pressure regulation, eczema and 
other skin issues, liver, heart, lung, brain health, 
arthritis, asthma, general detox, and immune 
boosting. We also send medicines for stress, 
depression, anxiety, grief and loss. Less 
common health needs are best addressed 
with consultations between the maker and
the person who is asking for the medicines. 
Makers are able to connect individually 
through phone, Zoom, or FB. 

Call Ahousaht Health Center at 250-670-9558, 
or join Uuštukyuu Medicine Seekers (a public 
FB group) to request medicines and/or 
services.
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Toquaht Nation Annual Budget: 
Summary Overview 2021-2022

A Message from the Director of Finance:
Budget Fiscal 2022

Thank you to the Toquaht Citizens that attended the annual budget presentation at the Spring 
People’s Assembly.

As a Treaty Government our main source of funding flows from Canada through a Fiscal Financing 
Agreement (FFA). After lengthy negotiations, the FFA was adjusted in 2019 to reflect the real costs 
of governance. The increase in funding means the Government can operate at an increased 
capacity and continue to invest in the development of enriched programs and services. It also 
means that revenues from other sources can be reinvested into future growth of the community, 
infrastructure and economic development.

Budget outcomes for the coming year incorporate initiatives specific to the strategies developed 
through the Strategic Planning process. Work towards each of the four priorities contained in the 
TNG Strategic Plan is included in all program areas of the Budget.
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Land And Public Works

λusmit (Herring): 

March brought the return of the λusmit (Pacific herring) to Barkley Sound and with them came the 
sea birds, sea lions and whales. The λusmit return to our waters each Spring to spawn, with each 
female laying up to 20,000 eggs. 

While λusmit are a small fish they play a big role culturally, economically, and ecologically on the 
west coast.  Both the λusmit and their eggs have been an important food source for Toquaht and 
neighbouring Nuu-chah-nulth communities for countless generations. They also provide an 
important food source to salmon, lingcod, seals, sea lions, whales, seabirds as well as land animals 
such as black bear, mink, and wolves. 

In recent years herring 
numbers have been 
dramatically reduced, 
especially compared 
to levels seen in the mid 
20th century.  The cause 
of this decline is not fully 
understood but some 
of the causes are loss of 
spawning habitat due 
to changes to the 
shoreline, loss of eelgrass 
and kelp beds and 
pollution such as oil 
spills. Additionally, 
climate change has 
impacted zooplankton 
and phytoplankton

which are λusmit’s food source. Due to conservation efforts, we have also seen an increase in the 
population of marine mammals that prey on λusmit (Pacific herring) like humpback whales and 
sea lions. High commercial fishing pressure have impacted local populations of λusmit but thanks 
to the leadership of the Council of Ha’wiih, Commercial Herring Fishery has been closed for a 
number of years. Only food and ceremonial fisheries can occur until the λusmit (Pacific 
herring) have made a sustainable comeback. 
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Land And Public Works Cont.

We are fortunate to see the λusmit (Pacific herring) spawn year after year close to Macoah. This 
year’s spawn stretched from the food islets down past Maggie River and over to the Stopper 
Islands, along David and Forbes Islands. We even saw a spawn at Lyall Point. Despite their being 
a large spawn the roe on bough harvest was not successful this year. Our fishers suspect that the 
spawn covered too large of an area and did not concentrate enough where the boughs were 
placed. The Lands department is working on purchasing roe on kelp from our friends at Kitasoo 
Seafoods to supply food fish. 

Food Fish Update:

Staff are planning a food fish delivery for early May which will likely consist of frozen 
salmon, halibut and prawns. 

Photo Caption: λusmit (Pacific herring) spawn near Lyall point looking north west 
towards the Stopper Islands and Secret Beach Campground

λusmit (Herring) Cont.: 
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New Community Building

Work continues on the Community Building at Macoah. This building will be approximately 7,400 sq 
feet and will feature a 50-foot x 70-foot gather hall, a community kitchen, and 4 office spaces. 

The framing and roof have now been completed, and the windows are installed. The 
building is now at “lockup.”  The interior mechanical, electrical, and plumbing “rough-in” is 
completed. Minor revisions are required on the mechanical rough-in which should be done before 
the end of April. 

Community Building completed roof, 
aerial view

The next steps will be the insulation, vapour barrier, and drywall. Due to the high moisture count 
in the interior framing lumber, the insulation could not be installed in February. Several fans and 
heaters were set up to dry the building out. These have been working steadily since February and 
the moisture content has been reduced to a level that will now allow the insulation, vapour barrier, 
and drywall to proceed. This work should proceed by the third week of April.

Rainscreen, which is required on the exterior prior to siding installation, has been completed. The 
siding will be cedar board and batten; Noah has cut all siding pieces on the Toquaht Wood Mizer 
saw. The siding boards were sent to Port Alberni for kiln drying. By the end of April, the siding should 
be dried and returned to Macoah for pre-staining and installation. This work is expected to be 
completed before the end of June. 
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New Community Building Cont.

Community Building exterior progress, Spring 2021

The Civil Design, including the access road, parking, sewer, water, hydro connection, and 
streetlight is also completed.

Stantec has completed a Tender Package for Site Servicing which will soon be distributed to 
qualified contractors; the closing date is April 30, 2021. This work is expected to be substantially 
completed by July 2021. See drawing below of proposed works. 

Despite heavy rainfall and the 
additional work site 
requirements due to Covid-19 
restrictions, work has progressed 
well, and I expect that the 
Community Building will be 
ready to enjoy by the end of 
September 2021.  

Drawing of proposed Site Servicing, 
Stantec Consulting Inc. 
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Toquaht People’s Assembly Spring 2021 
Meeting Minutes
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Toquaht People’s Assembly Spring 2021 
Meeting Minutes Cont.
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