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To keep informed 

Check These Out... 

www.toquaht.ca 
 
 
www.facebook.com/
ToquahtNation 
 

www.twitter.com/
ToquahtNation 
 
www.instagram.com/
toquahtnation 
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New Secret Beach Marina 

Secret Beach Marina is in the  

final stages of construction.   

See page 10 for  

Special Announcement. 



 

Chief and Council 

Ha’wilth 

• Chief Anne Mack 

Cha-ma-ta 

• Kevin Mack 

Members of Council : 

• Kirsten Johnsen 

• Naomi Mack 

• Noah Plonka 

 

Past Chiefs 

• Bert Mack 

• Cecil Mack 

“Change of Address” 

Please keep your contact information current. This helps ensure we have the 
most up-to-date contact information for you. 

UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & OFFICE CLOSURES  

Friday April 19, 2019 Good Friday 

Monday April 22, 2019 Easter Monday 

Monday May 20, 2019 Victoria Day 

Friday June 21, 2019 National Indigenous Peoples Day 

Monday, July 01, 2019 Canada Day 

Monday, August 05, 2019 BC Day 

Monday July 1, 2019 Canada Day 

OTHER OCCASIONS 

Tuesday May 14, 2019 Council meeting 

Friday June 21, 2019 Secret Beach Marina Grand Opening  

Saturday June 22, 2019 People’s Assembly 

SUBMISSIONS FOR THE NEWSLETTER 
Send by Canada Post or by email to: 
 

Toquaht Nation: Attention Naomi Mack 
PO Box 759 
Ucluelet, BC 
V0R 3A0  
 

E-mail: naomim@toquaht.ca 
Please note that your submission may or may not be used, and will be 
subject to editing and/or approval. 

Toquaht Staff 
Naomi Mack 
Administrative Assistant 
Noreen Frank 
Administrative Assistant 
Kirsten Johnsen 
Law Clerk/Office Administrator 
Dennis Hetu 
Program Administrator for Lands, Public 
Works and Resources 
Brett Freake 
Manager of Infrastructure & Housing 
Marina Rayner 
Manager of Lands & Resources 
Mary Guenette 
Finance Clerk 
Greta Picard 
Finance Clerk 
Gale Johnsen 
Language Coordinator  

Toquaht Senior Management 
Angela Polifroni 
Director of Operations 
Lisa Morgan 
Director of Community Services 
Robyn Rea 
Director of Finance 
Director of Lands, Public Works & Resources 
David Johnsen 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER 

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 

Please provide Finance with any updated information so we can get Patient Travel/

Distribution payments to you without incident: 

For EFT payments: ask your bank for a “Direct Deposit” form. This form will 

have the necessary information we need to set you up for direct deposit (EFT). 

We also require your current email address so we can email you your EFT 

advice. 

For cheque payments: we need your correct mailing address including postal 

code.     Thank you for helping us, help you 
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SECURE CERTIFICATE OF INDIAN STATUS 

What documents are required for a  

Secure Certificate Status Card?  

✓ Original proof of Birth document.  

✓ Two passport style photographs. 

✓ Valid Identification. 

✓  Complete Application Form. 

SAMPLE CARD 

Any individual who is registered as an Indian under the Indian Act is eligible to apply for a Secure Certificate of 

Indian Status Card. Applications for Secure Certificate of Indian Status Cards can be obtained on the AANDC 

website on the forms page. 

Until all first nations are converted to the secure status card, Toquaht can still issue the old style Certificate of 

Indian Status Card. The Secure Certificate of Indian Status card is valid up to ten years. If lost or stolen, the Lost 

or Stolen Secure Certificate of Indian Status cards forms are also obtained on the AANDC web page. 
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 Expiry of Maa-nulth (Toquaht)  

First Nations Exemption  
Carbon Tax, Motor Fuel Tax, Provincial Sales Tax, Tobacco Tax  

 

The Maa-nulth First Nations Final Agreement, which came into force on April 1, 2011, 

provides a transitional exemption for provincial sales taxes (carbon tax, motor fuel tax, 

provincial sales tax and tobacco tax). This exemption expires at the end of day on April 

30, 2019.  

This means that, effective May 1, 2019:  

 All sales and leases of taxable goods and services to First Nations individuals and 

bands on all Maa-nulth First Nation lands will be subject to provincial sales taxes  

 Toquaht enrollees will no longer qualify for provincial sales tax exemptions as First 

Nations individuals (including sales and leases on Maa-nulth First Nation lands or on 

other First Nations lands)  
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2019 TOQUAHT GENERAL ELECTION 

It is hard to believe it has been almost 4 years since out last election.  

We are set to begin preparations for the 2019 General Election. 

Council will be meeting in May to set the Election Date and appoint the Chief Electoral Officer. Here are some things 

to start thinking bout. 

• How many positions are up for election? 

o Three. 

• When is the general voting day? 

o TBD (will be sometime in the Fall of 2019) 

• Who can run for elected office? 

o Any Toquaht citizen age 18 or older (as of the general voting day). 

• Who cannot run for elected office? 

o A Toquaht citizen who is an “undischarged bankrupt” (currently going through bankruptcy, which 

takes about a year) 

o A Toquaht citizen who is suffering from a medical condition, including Mental illness or dependency 

on drugs or alcohol, that a medical practitioner believes would make them incapable of performing 

their duties 

o A Toquaht citizen who has been convicted and incarcerated for a criminal offence. 

What can I do to prepare to run for Council? 

1. Read the 29-page Toquaht Nation Constitution 

(http://www.toquaht.ca/constitution) 

2. Become familiar with Toquaht laws and regulations 

(http://www.toquaht.ca/law-and-regulations) 

The following laws and regulations (all available online at the link above) will be helpful to better understand a 

member of Council’s roles and responsibilities, and the election process: 

➢ Government Act 

➢ Integrity Act 

➢ Council Rules of Order and Procedures Act 

➢ Executive Rules of Order and Procedures Regulation 

➢ Elections Act 

We will be providing more information in the coming months. 

Stay tuned! 

2019 TOQUAHT GENERAL ELECTION 

Working together  

As a  

Community 
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Coastal Adaptation Plan 
In with the first days of Spring, the Nation is getting ready to kick-off the second year of the Coastal 
Adaptation project.  Over the past year, Toquaht staff and consultants have been collecting information 
and completing technical assessments to determine how climate change and coastal hazards might affect 
Toquaht Territory. The Nation established a Citizens’ Advisory Committee (CAC) in October 2018 to guide 
the project.  Work in Year 1 of the project (2018) involved assessing impacts from a range of coastal 
hazards including sea level rise, coastal erosion, tsunamis, earthquakes, changing precipitation patterns, 
and air temperatures.  

This year, Toquaht will use assessment results to try to understand how these hazards could impact 
important elements of our community, and to develop a plan to adapt to these impacts.  Input from 
Toquaht staff, Council, and community members will be gathered through a series of meetings and media 
over the next year.   

Your input is important to designing a plan to build Toquaht Nation resiliency to environmental 
change.  

Want to know what we’ve learned so far and the next steps in the project? Here’s a quick recap. 

1) Shoreline erosion at Macoah is a community concern.  

Toquaht staff have led monitoring work in past years to track 
erosion over time. Toquaht staff and consultants visited key 
points along our coast to assess coastal erosion in detail. 
Results from the assessment are currently being processed 
and will help the Nation understand the extent of erosion and 
how it might impact our Lands, buildings, and the local 
ecosystem. 

 
2) The Lands Team is building the Nation’s Geographic 
Information System (GIS) capacity. 

As part of this project, Toquaht staff are receiving training and 
building a GIS database with information from historic maps and recent assessments. This will 
enable the Nation to develop maps and spatial analysis of Toquaht Lands in-house. This will 
provide a powerful tool for understanding how Toquaht Lands are changing and can be protected.  

 
3) Climate change is causing increased average 

temperatures and changing precipitation patterns 
across Toquaht Territory.  

The Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium (PCIC) at 
the University of Victoria used climate change 
projections to better understand what these 
changes might look like in mountain and coastal 
regions across Toquaht Lands. 

 
More information will be presented at the People’s 

Assembly in June, so stay tuned!  



What we’re planning over the next year of the project: 

Want to know what to expect for Year 2 of the Coastal Adaptation Project?  The figure below summarizes key 

tasks under the project’s three phases. Opportunities for community member input are shown in bold.   

Have Questions? Contact Rick Shafer (250-715-6201) for more information about project next steps. 

Government to Government Flag Ceremony 

Chief Anne is delighted to see the flag of Toquaht Nation raised within the 

Victoria Parliament Building.   All five Maa-nulth nations gathered to see 

their flags raised and recognized by the Government of Canada. 

 

Thank you to Angela Antione and Jeanine Nahas for their support. 
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Key findings include:  

 

 

Figure 1: Change (increase) in Average Winter Precipitation (mm), 2000 – 2050s. 

Projected changes over the next 50 years This could mean… 

Average air temperatures during summer heatwaves 

(“extreme heat days”) are expected to increase 

by 2.8°C 

Higher risk of heat stress among members 

Limits to cultural practices and recreation due to 

uncomfortably hot weather 

Average air temperatures during winter cold snaps 

(“extreme cold days”) are expected to increase 

by 3.7°C 

Warmer winter weather means less snow in the 

mountains and less melt in the Spring. 

Lower stream flows in Spring could impact water 

The average amount of precipitation (rain, snow) 

that falls each year is expected to increase in 

winter months (4%) and decrease in summer 

months (-15%) 

Higher stream levels/flows, bridge or culvert wash-

outs and erosion along creeks and streams 

Lower stream flows in the Summer could impact 

water quality and fish health 

The figure below shows an overall increase in precip-

itation over the full year, with the highest in-

crease in the mountains 

Higher risk of possible landslides and instability due 

to more intense rainfall in the mountains 
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ABOVE:  Barkley Sound Shellfish workers;  Burton Mack, Kyle Frank 

 BELOW:  Toquaht Forestry Limited Partnership       

8 



 

TOQUAHT GROUP OF BUSINESSES UPDATE                                                                                                                         
PREPARED BY NOAH PLONKA 

Barkley Sound Shellfish LP 

BSS had a busy start to 2019 actively marketing scallops, oysters, clams and soon to be preparing for a 

geoduck tenure. BSS is investigating opportunities with other species such as urchins, sea cucumbers, 

mussels, and abalone. 

BSS will expand sales by creating a brand to market the products under. The company will also look at the 

possibility of a processing plant. 

Toquaht Marina and Campground LP 

Toquaht Marina and Campground doing business as Secret Beach Campground has been active year after 

year developing and beautifying the campground lands. Construction began in July 2018 on road upgrades, 

campsite additions, and a its new marina located at Secret Beach and will be completed by May 2019. 

Upgrades consist of a new marina with two boat ramps capable of launching a vessel at high or low tides 

which was not possible at the old marina. TMC has also redesigned road layout for the campground for 2019 

season which will increase safety and decrease confusion. 

New Marina will celebrate the Grand Opening June 21, 2019 on National Indigenous Day 

Secret Beach Campground will open for another season on May 15 creating the opportunity for businesses to 

continue or begin such as: rentals, fishing charters, food stands, retail, outdoor tours, arts/crafts, traditional 

teachings, guiding, and firewood sales. 

 
Toquaht Management LP 
Toquaht Management is the owner of the Toquaht Nation office building in Ucluelet and currently has three 
rental occupants: Toquaht Nation, Toquaht Forestry LP, and the Barkley Community Forest. In 2019 Toquaht 
Management will be looking at installing back a up generator system, some minor renovations to the 
building, and some property improvements.  
 
Toquaht Forestry Limited Partnership (TFLP) 
Harvesting under the 2018 agreements on the Forest License are all complete and TFLP is looking at what the 

next package will look like. TFLP is hoping to have this prepared for advertising and harvest in the fall of 2019 

depending on log prices. The reforestation is nearly complete on the forest license and we will have planted 

over 90,000 trees this year! Minor amounts of cedar shake and shingle blocks are being salvaged and will 

continue through 2019.    

TFLP supervised the harvesting of about 12,000m3 of timber on Toquaht TSL lands that wrapped up in 

December 2018. Planting of some of the area logged is occurring this spring with the remainder to occur this 

fall.    

Toquaht Industries Limited Partnership (TILP)   

Toquaht dryland sort is currently in operations and expect activity to continue until April 30, 2019. We 

anticipate there will be little activity on the dryland sort until the fall of 2019 or until a new timber harvest 

begins. 

Employment 
The businesses are expanding and there are always opportunities for citizens. If you or your family members 
have interest in working in any of the companies, please email businessmanager@toquaht.ca.  
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COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Jordan’s Principle 
 

Jordan's Principle is a policy 
that ensures all First Nations 

children can access the 
products, services and 

supports they need, when they 
need them. It can help with a 
wide range of health, social 

and educational needs.  
  

Apply before March 31, 2019. 

Pharmacare 
 

The Health department 
have tracking Citizen’s 
who have been given 

prescriptions that are not 
covered under NIHB. 

 
The Health Director will 

be addressing Citizen 
issue’s at next Nuu-chah
-nulth Health Directors/

FNHA meetings. 

Patient Travel  
 

Submit appointment 
information ASAP, 

ideally two weeks before 
appointment date to 

allow cheque processing 
time.  

 
One chaperone per 

Citizen 

Telehealth coming soon to Macoah! 
 
 Telehealth allows all residents receive health benefits without leaving Macoah. 
 
 Uses live, interactive video-conferencing to patients with health care providers.  
 
 Patients will need to ask their doctor and/or specialists if he/she is able to utilize 

telehealth. 
 
 For more information, contact Lisa and/or Noreen. 



To receive medical transportation benefits, the 
following written documentation of the Client's 
upcoming appointment is required: 
 a referral from a general practitioner (GP) or 

a family physician; or  
 written confirmation of appointment from 

the FNHB Recognized Provider or facility. 
Clients must be referred to a specialist; they 
cannot "Self-refer". A referral from a GP to a 
specialist is considered valid for six (6) months, 
after which the Client is required to get a new 
referral.  

PATIENT TRAVEL COVERAGE 

Travel arrangements should be scheduled appropriately so that 
the Client attends their appointment and returns home at the 
earliest available means. Clients who choose to stay longer will be 
responsible for any additional costs and may be required to pay 
for their return trip back to their community.  
 
• Clients living in an isolated location where air or ferry travel is 

only available during specific times are required to schedule 
their appointments so that they are not required to stay over 
the weekend or longer than necessary. 

 
A Client who does not attend a scheduled appointment, unless 
proper justification for missing the appointment is provided, may 
have to assume some or all the cost of the travel. Funding may 
also be affected for future medical transportation benefits.  

FIRST NATION HEALTH  

AUTHORITY—BENEFITS 

Visit the First Nations Health Authority 

 web page for  information  

regarding all your health needs 

www.fnha.ca/benefits 
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Toquaht Nation People’s Assembly 
Saturday December 8th, 2018 

Port Alberni Friendship Center 

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

Chair: Anne Mack 
People’s Assembly convened 12:00 p.m. 
 
Anne and Council welcomed everyone to the first People’s Assembly in 2019  
 
Agenda adopted by consensus 
Approved December 8, 2018 meetings minutes by consensus 
12:00 p.m.  - Lunch  
1. Information Meeting  
 Gary Yabsley 

• 1950 Riddell Timber Permit on Indian Reserve 4 Specific Claim Settlement Agreement 
 

• Gary Explained the terms and conditions, and the legal nature and effect of entering into 
of the proposed Settlement Agreement 

• The Agreement sets out that Canada agrees to pay Toquaht Nation $91,780 in full and 
final settlement of the Claim within 45 days of receiving the signed document 

 
2. Hayu Fishing Partnership Ltd. Roy alexander and 

Archie Little 

• Hayu provides training opportunities to Toquaht citizens (in collaboration with NETP), % 
of annual income in a yearly distribution, % of annual income to equipment purchases as 
well as lobbying efforts on behalf of Toquaht and the other 4 Nations  

 
3. Manager of Business Operations 
 Noah P 

• Working on Branding and Marketing for the various corporations 

• In process of applying for a Geoduck farm licence located off Macoah 

• Secret Beach marina should be opening mid May with a Grand Opening planned for June 
21st (National Indigenous Day) 

• Still more logging and salvage work underway with replanting to follow 
 

4. Department Updates 
 

• Lands, Public Works & Resources David J, Brett F, Dennis H & Marina R 

• Introduced our newest Lands team member, Marina Rayner 
• In progress- Asset Management Plan 
• Continuing work with Central West Coast Forest Society restoration work 
• A reminder to report all harvest attempts (successes and failures) 
• 4 commercial clam licences are available for citizens to apply for 
  

• Ec Dev & Capital Projects Rick S 

• Continuing negotiations with Island Timberlands for the parcels of land that are available 
for purchase in our territory 

• Continuing to monitor the new waste water system 

• In year 2 of the Coastal Adaptation Project that will produce a plan to mitigate climate 
change effects in our territory 
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• Lucky Creek Hydro project on hold until the province is ready to purchase power 

• A new water reservoir is in the works that will be larger and at a higher elevation 

• Beginning development of a community building to be located at Macoah 

• Community Services  Lisa M 

• Posts opportunities etc. on Facebook page 

• Planning a Welcome Home Trip raffle fort eh coming fiscal year 

• Contact Naomi for a Pink Shirt Day t-shirt 

• Director of Operations Angela P 

• Summarized the Toquaht governance structure reiterating that the People’s Assembly is 
an integral part of our governance system 

• Encouraged citizens to participate at the four People’s Assemblies each year 

5. Request for Recommendation to Council Robyn R 

• Robyn presented the Annual Budget Act 2019/2020  

Theresa Mack Moved and Norma Fox Seconded 

THAT the people approve and recommend that Toquaht Council adopt the draft Toquaht Annual Budget Act 
2019/2020. Motion Carried 

6. Request for Recommendation to Council Robyn R 

• Robyn presented the Five-Year Financial Plan Act 2019/2020 to 2023/2024  

Gloria Webber Moved and Dennis Hetu Seconded 

 

THAT the people approve and recommend that Toquaht Council adopt the draft Toquaht Five-Year Financial 
Plan Act 2019/2020 to 2023/2024. Motion Carried 

7. Open Floor 

• Gloria Webber would like her family to grow up surrounded by Toquaht culture, lands and 

traditions. She would like more drum making classes, traditional harvesting opportunities 

etc. 

8. Draw for Drum painted by Randall Mack Jr. 
• Randall Mack Sr. won the painted drum 

Next People’s Assembly Saturday June 22nd, 2019 

Location TBD 

Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 

Toquaht Nation People’s Assembly 
Saturday March 23

rd
, 2019 

Port Alberni Barclay Best Western 

DRAFT Meeting Minutes 

Minutes prepared by K. Johnsen 

Chairperson 

Law Clerk 
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