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Congratulations to Dennis Hetu
and Andrew Mack for carving this
beautiful totem pole. The
unveiling took place at the Chief
Bert Mack Memorial Potlatch on
Saturday September 23rd, 2017.
At the bottom of the totem pole
are two wolves who represent late
Norman and Sydney Mack, above
the wolves is a Moon which
represents all the woman of
Toquaht, above the moon is a
black bear which represents late
Douglas Mack, above the black
bear is a killer whale which
represents late Mark Mack. These
are the four brothers to Chief Bert
Mack. At the top of the totem
pole is the crest of the Toquaht
Nation which represents the past
chiefs of the nation who were Bert
Mack and his father Cecil Mack.

From Denis St. Claire
“It was a privilege to be at the
memorial for Bert. Adam Shewish
adopted me into his family at the
beginning of the 1980s. Because of his
close relationship with Bert, I
considered him my uncle. Of course, I
was very fond of Lil, as well.
It was a pleasure and an honour to
work closely with Bert doing
ethnographic work in 1981-1983 and
archaeological research from 19911996. I valued our conversations in
the years that followed.”
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Chief Bert Mack Memorial Potlatch

September 23, 2017
The potlatch went exceedingly well on the 23rd of September, 2017.
This was due to all the coming together of our citizens, and relatives of our citizens who pulled together to
commit to learning the songs and dances of Toquaht. These citizens gathered every couple of weeks in Port
Alberni to practice and learn these songs and dances.
Our two main teachers of songs were Lindsey McCarthy and Robert Dennis, Jr.
These two gentlemen graciously helped our drum group learn the songs, and
dances to the fullest. Lindsey’s father over many years helped Chief Bert Mack at
functions that required our songs to be sung. Robert, Jr.’s, grandfather, Dave
Haipee was a Toquaht member and worked with our grandparents, Cecil and
Jessie as well. Our Elder Advisor, Roy Barney, Jr. was so helpful in our planning of
the event for the 23rd. He was one of the dancers at the last memorial in 1983 and
we followed the songs for that potlatch. Elder, Jimmy Chester joined us for some
practices and on the day of the potlatch and honoured us with his ts’iqaa (prayer
song) when needed. We appreciate his time and knowledge.
Our relatives, the Sayers from Hupacaseth First Nation committed to helping us with the potlatch with dancers
for the ladies group and a male hinkeets dancer. So, thank you, Cole, Judith, Rhianna, Alana and Billy.
To my children, Meeka, Lisa, Brittany and grandchildren, Kiva, Lilly, Angele I am deeply grateful.
To our dancers, Sharon, Karen, Naomi, Colleen, Kiva and Cole, you did an awesome job. Noah did a wonderful
job of the woodpecker dance, with the great help from Ron Hamilton of Hupacaseth.
The McKay family are always available when asked to help with our cultural songs and dances, but due to the
loss of their grandpa Sammy decided to leave the songs for a time. Much appreciated to your family for the
help you still gave in the way of weaving and gifts for give-away. Kleko, kleko!
Cheryl Thomas (Johnson) gave her time to take over the dance group instructor and was instrumental in the
fabulous job the dancers did for the event. Dennis Hetu and Andrew Mack helped the male dancers in their
quest to learn the dances and did a great job in a short period of time. At the event, Dennis gave his regalia to
his grandson, Lindsey McCarthy, III, in which I, as Chief will hold for him and will give it to him whenever he
requires it for practice or a potlatch. This is the practice of knowledge
being passed down to the next generation and what we, as a nation, plan
to do with our citizens from this day forward. Thank you Dennis for this
very important cultural revitalization of intergenerational knowledge
continuity.
I thank you all, and there were many more people involved in getting our
work done for the planning of the event, such as the staff and Council of
Toquaht. We are grateful to you for your support and commitment.

Probyn Logging, our partner in our forestry endeavors over the past few years, made the greatest financial
support of the day. Their contribution helped us provide the tent, table and chairs, and heating for the day.
Very costly, but was perfect for the days event.
During the event, we also received much from Nations and individuals who helped financially as well as
donated food.
The support we received from Larry Johnson and his family has to be ‘held
up’ by their volunteering over 16 members (probably more like 30 when
counting the children who came with family and helped). They also
worked with other communities, Treaty Nations, fishermen, our Hayu
fishing company and donations from Kyuquot, salmon donation, Sarah
Robinson’s mother donated 200 pounds halibut, Hayu donated geoduck,
etc.
Our feast was fit for a king, and to honour our late Chief Bert Mack we did a fantastic job! Seafood chowder,
prawns, halibut, gooseneck barnacles, smoked and salmon cooked traditionally on the katcha sticks, herring
roe, and dried fish we call ‘upthskii’. We gifted our guests with all a bag with some dried fish, a can of smoked
tuna or smoked salmon and many gifts for the Chiefs and special guests who came to honour the memorial of
Chief Bert Mack and wife, Lillian who passed within 11 months after the passing of her husband. These two
were married for 66 years.
I must make a big “Kleko, Kleko” to our volunteers who came on the day of the
event. Besides the Johnson family for the food, we had members of the CBT
(Clayoquot Biosphere Trust), with Ricardo, who leads the Vancouver Island Youth
Leadership, brought the Young Warriors from Yuthlu/ith/aht Nation (six youth) and
many friends and relatives volunteered to serve our guests this delicious food. Our
security for the day were Chuck Mack, Glen Cook, Burton Mack and Phil Mack,
with the help of Leonard Mack. The Firefighters, Paramedics crew and
Conservation were on hand for any emergencies.
Cliff Atleo, Ahousaht, announced as each Chief arrived, Kevin Mack
facilitated, and did a great job of keeping the day in order. As we gave out
gifts, first to Chiefs, and then to the guests, our dancers and citizens
volunteered to gift our guests. We had many people involved in helping
make gifts for give-away. Doug Sigurdson made the cedar boxes, we thank
you Doug! Jeanine Nahas and friend Debbie (dreamcatchers), weaving
from Charlotte and Cheryl and family! I made many quilts, pillows, kitchen
towels and gave cups and jewelry, shawls beautifully designed with
appliques of feathers and roses by Betty Barney, and the shawls donated
by our own Kathy Shafer. Rick Shafer, as always donated much of his time
working with Dennis and Andrew on the special event of the day, the
“Raising of a totem Pole” carved by our citizens, Dennis Hetu and Andrew
Mack. We worked as a team to get things done, raise the pole and every

second of the day was exciting, busting with pride, joyful tears and the guests
who came enjoyed the day immensely.
The story of the “Pole” was talked about by Dennis and Andrew, which is the
recognition of Chief Bert and his four younger brothers, Mark, Douglas, Norman
and Sidney. It was with great pride that the family of Chief Cecil and Jessie be
acknowledged as part of our history. The moon on the pole represented the
women, grandmother and two daughters completing the acknowledgement. A
‘Blessing of the Pole’ was given by Tim Sutherland singing the prayer song he
gave to Toquaht for the first pole we raised in 2009 as preparation for the
Treaty Celebration in July of 2011.
Our carvers make our community beautiful with the strength of the pole facing the new homes at Macoah.
Our homes are being honoured and protected by the presence of these poles. We have so much pride in our
people and will carry on this vision of our past leaders to ‘bring people home’ to a thriving community.
This is just the beginning, and it is with great Joy and Happiness that I salute T’ukwaa and its citizens for a
job “well done”.
Wii-tsuts-koom

Everyone at the Toquaht Administration
offices would like to congratulate Phil on his
newest career move!!
More about Phil Mack:
Seattle, October 2, 2017: Seattle Seawolves Rugby is delighted to
announce the arrival of Phil Mack as the player and assistant
coach with the team. The 32-year-old, popularly known as the
little magician, would be assisting head coach Tony Healy in game
preparations, and will also be the team’s key man on the field.
“Phil is a world class talent and we are so happy to have him in
our squad. His leadership qualities will be immense for us both on
and off the field”, said Karl Harrison, investor and CEO of
Northstar Rugby. "Phil is a powerhouse on the field. Not only will
this opportunity give him a chance to again show off his skills as a
phenomenal player, he will play a key role on this first-rate
coaching staff," added Adrian Balfour, co-founder of the Seattle
Seawolves. The 32-year-old from Victoria, Canada is excited about
the new challenge and sounded upbeat. “This provides me an
excellent opportunity to develop my coaching skills as well as
improve as a player. I am sure Seawolves will be one of the most
formidable teams in the league and I am thrilled to be involved
with them”, said Phil, at the time of announcement.
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Mack, a member of the Toquaht First Nation, earned 52 caps in
Rugby 7’s, accumulating 975 points. He also represented Rugby
15’s, earning 43 caps from 2009 to present. He became the first
Canadian player to appear in 50 HSBC World Sevens Series
tournaments and represented Canada in the Pan Am, winning
back to back gold medals, Commonwealth Games and the World
Cup. Mack was named in the World Sevens Series all-star team in
2014 and has coaching experience with Thunder Rugby since
2013.
More about the Seattle Seawolves:
The Seattle Seawolves Rugby Football Club was founded in 2017
by a Seattle-based investor group led by Adrian Balfour and Shane
Skinner. As an affiliate of Major League Rugby, the Seawolves are
proud to be Seattle's professional rugby team. For sponsorship
opportunities please contact Brian Jones at
brian.jones@consultingjones.com.

Department of Community Services

Toquaht Nation Post-Secondary Education Policy
Toquaht has developed our own post-secondary policy and is now implemented. To be
eligible to apply for post-secondary funding, individuals must: be a registered Citizen of
the Toquaht Nation, be accepted (or awaiting acceptance into) an eligible program at a
designated post-secondary program and maintain satisfactory grades.
Post-secondary student reminders:

All Students: You must submit your unofficial
transcripts before Christmas to your Education
Coordinator Noreen Frank to secure your
sponsorship and living allowance for the following
semester.
New Students: reminder to submit your TERM
PROGRESS REPORT before December 31.
All information can be viewed at www.toquaht.ca

Next Toquaht People’s Assembly
Saturday December 2nd, 2017
Port Alberni
Best Western Barclay Plus Hotel
DRAFT AGENDA


RELAW Project update



Department Updates


Lands/Public Works



Community Services



Economic Development
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Department of Lands, Public Works, & Resources
Housing Updates
Bringing people home to a vibrant community is central to Toquaht
Nation’s vision for the future. Safe, healthy housing at Macoah is an
important goal and part of that vision. To achieve this, Toquaht applied for
funding from INAC to design and build new duplex units for Macoah.

These 8 units will be ready to rent in early 2018. If you are
interested in moving home, contact the Toquaht office, or
the Toquaht housing officer Greta Picard at
ToquahthousingAuthority@toquaht.ca. Even if you are not
ready to move home right away, you can put your name on
the housing list for the future.
Toquaht Planning for the future
Zoning at Macoah
Building from the work the UBC planning students did on the Macoah Village concept plan “coming home”, Toquaht is reviewing a
proposed Macoah Zoning and Structures Act. If you have ideas about how you would like Macoah to be planned and developed in the
future, talk to Juliet or David at the office, and stay tuned for the public hearing date.

Infrastructure Planning
Toquaht Nation received funding from INAC to create and infrastructure plan. This will coincide with Zoning conversations and will
hope to identify the servicing levels Toquaht would like to see on Toquaht lands. A draft plan will likely be presented at the Christmas
People’s Assembly.
Revisiting Plans for the community gathering space at Macoah
A modest gathering space, flex office space, kitchen and washrooms… so for our next potlatch we have the option to hold it indoors!
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FISHERIES UPDATE
Toquaht Nation was allocated approximately 700
Somas sockeye (under half our normal allocation)
and 3000 lbs of halibut. The Somass run was
predicted to be low, and Toquaht’s allocation was
bumped up little by little as the run came in. The
later timing of this allocation made it more difficult
to fish.
There was one distribution of salmon and halibut in
July, Salmon was stored in the office freezers for use
at the Potlatch and there will be another
distribution of remaining salmon and halibut in the coming months once the halibut is caught and processed.
If you are doing any fishing please remember to report your catch, Please contact David Johnsen (250 726 4230 or
davidj@toquaht.ca) to report your catch.
LETTER TO CHIEF ANNE
Sept 28, 2017 National Forest Week at Mclean Mill in Port
Alberni
Chief Anne and Noah
I want to personally thank you for your commitment and
involvement in the field day yesterday celebrating national
forest week. I am sure you will hear more from others. I have
already heard how impressed everyone was with the Toquaht
presentations.
Charlotte, Greta, Vince and Noah were excellent ambassadors
for Toquaht and all First Nations peoples. They did a fantastic
job.
When we were planning National Forest week last spring, I
strongly suggested to the group that such an event could not be
fully meaningful without First nations involvement. The industry
members agreed and together with the Ministry attempted to
get participation. Even though, other Nations are involved in
forestry and hold tenures in the Port Alberni and west coast
areas, Ma Mook , Tseshaht, Huu-ay-aht , and others only
Hupacasath and Toquaht made the effort .

really beneficial. I
know that many of
those students will
have gone home and
discussed what they
saw and heard with
their parents. I saw
some pride in the
First Nation students
coming to the table and seeing the work being done.
I think such a day and involvement with Toquaht members also
acquaints Toquaht people with the value and importance of the
forestry program within the overall umbrella of the Toquaht
economic and social goals.
Toquaht should also be proud of the fact that they, and local
forest workers, did not miss a beat with the acquisition of the
forest licence. Local loggers, fallers, road builders, dryland sort
folks, boom boat and towing companies, forest engineers, tree
planters all worked at full capacity and timber flowed to local
and Vancouver sawmills continuing more employment and
economic activity for the province. This has not been the case
with every transfer of ownership to First Nations or BC Timber
Sales. Toquaht should be proud of that achievement as
well. You should not hesitate to inform government officials of
this when you meet with them.

I think in today’s era of recognition and reconciliation, an effort
such as Toquaht
made to reach
students and
Thank you for the support yesterday and congratulations on
teachers both
your event on the weekend. I heard it was a great success. I am
about long
sorry I could not attend.
standing use of
the forest and
current day use is Ken Mathews
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Toquaht Nation People’s Assembly
Saturday September 9th, 2017
Port Alberni, BC
DRAFT Meeting Minutes

Chair: Anne Mack
Guest: Bruce Hurst
People’s Assembly convened 11:45 a.m.
Agenda adopted by consensus
Approved June 24, 2017 meetings minutes by consensus
12:00 p.m. - Lunch Break
1) Presentation: Audited Financial Statements

Bruce Hurst

60 min

a) Bruce described the audit process
i)

Develop Audit Plan Conduct Audit

Auditor Conclusions

Present to Council

Present to People’s

Assembly
ii) The auditor’s conclusion is that the audited financial statements for 2016-2017 fiscal year free from
material misstatements and Toquaht is in financial good standing
2)

Memorial Potlatch updates

Anne Mack

10 min

a) Just finishing up last minute details
b) The male dancers will be having evening sessions in Ucluelet up until the potlatch
c) Pole will be complete by Wednesday and raised with a small blessing ceremony with the unveiling to happen
on the day of the potlatch
d) Menu will have a lot of seafood
e) Kevin Mack is to be the MC

3) Department Updates
a) Lands
i)

50 min

David, Juliet, Noah

Toquaht Housing
1. 4 duplex buildings (8 residential units) to be completed before end of year
2. Application forms for the Toquaht Housing Authority available for download at www.toquaht.ca/housing

ii) Zoning legislation
1. New legislation in review stage
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Toquaht Nation People’s Assembly
Saturday September 9th, 2017
Port Alberni, BC
DRAFT Meeting Minutes

iii) Infrastructure Plan
1. Toquaht received funding to create an Infrastructure Plan that will identify what kinds of servicing levels
we would like on our lands to be presented at eh December People’s Assembly
iv) Community Building Conversations
1. We are in process of revisiting existing plans for a small community building
a. Want to include a gathering space, flex office, kitchen, washrooms
iv) RELAW Project
1. Revitalizing Indigenous Law for Lands, Air, & Water
2. hired 2 Nuu-chah-nulthaht to collect stories and traditions to inform future Toquaht laws and policies in
environmental management
iv) Cedar Use Policy
1. Toquaht has the opportunity to acquire cedar for community use
2. We are developing a policy and application process
iv) Public Works
1. Waste water system (sewage treatment) is up and running
2. Water meters will be installed at each home at Macoah to help monitor usage and catch leaks in system
etc.
3. Reminder that permits are required for any felling of trees, new construction and major renovations
4. Seeking funds to install a backup system in case of power outages
5. Run of River hydro project is stuck in the permitting stage
iv) Domestic Harvest Fish Distribution Report
1. There will be another distribution sometime after the potlach
iv) Fish Distribution Policy and Reporting Harvest
1. Just a reminder to report all harvesting (fish, wildlife, migratory birds etc.)
a. It is very important information for the yearly harvest plan
b) Community Services
i)

Lisa Morgan

Education
1. Revised the K-12 Education policies
2. Have developed our own Post-Secondary Education policy so the NTC policy longer applies to Toquaht
citizens
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Toquaht Nation People’s Assembly
Saturday September 9th, 2017
Port Alberni, BC
DRAFT Meeting Minutes

1. The policies will be updated on the website soon
ii) Health
1. Increased our eligibility for various things not covered under NHIB
ii) Culture
1. Have been busy learning the Toquaht songs and dances for the upcoming potlatch
2. Still a couple practices left

4) Date of next People’s Assembly
a) Saturday December 2nd, 2017

Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.

Minutes prepared by K. Johnsen
Chairperson
Law Clerk

Many citizens stayed for the dance practice that
started at 3:30 pm
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Hello all,

Hope you’re all enjoying our cold fall weather!
I’ve developed a blog to help in our Language Learning. I had started one on Facebook but I’m taking it
down because it won’t do all the things I need it to do. A blog will work much better to carry audio along
with text.
We need to hear the language as often as we can…even if we don’t understand it all yet. I’ll add as many
audio files as I can along with text for learning how the writing system works.

The blog address is:

toquahtlanguage.blogspot.ca

This is what the opening page looks like. It may change over time but the content will always be the same.

Click this heading for examples of
audio. There will as many different
voices as I can find.
This heading will
deal mostly with the
Alphabet, which is so
important to learn to
speak correctly.

All new posts will be set here. I would very much like you all to add
your questions, comments or any ideas you have to make this an
important and viable site. Let’s ‘bring back the language’!!

13

This area is where the actual lessons
will be placed. We’re starting at a
beginning level and will progress to
higher and higher levels. I will try
very hard to have audio teamed with
all text.

Gale Johnsen
galej@toquaht.ca

FUN BACK TO
SCHOOL GAME
TO TRY
Requirements
✓

A hopscotch grid or chalk to draw one

✓

A bean bag, small stick or rock to use as a
marker

Instructions
 Line up in front of the hopscotch grid.
 First in line tosses the marker onto square 1.
 Hop over square 1 and hop through all the

other squares on one foot.
 At the end of the grid, turn around and hop all

✓

Change smoke/carbon detector batteries and test the alarms.

✓

Dust off all heating registers and fully check and service your heating
devices before cranking up the heat

the way back on one foot.



 Pause to pick up the marker from the square.
 Finish hopping back to the start.
 Throw the marker into square 2 and go again.

If you use space heaters, ensure there’s at least three feet of
space around them. Don’t place fabrics on space heaters to dry,
and turn heaters off when going to bed. Check out more space
heater safety tips.

 If you’ve got a fireplace, hire a chimney sweep to inspect and
clean your chimney. Keep flammable objects at least three feet
away from the fireplace and install a mesh metal screen around
it. Here are more fireplace safety guidelines.

 Repeat until you have done the hopscotch grid

with the marker in every square.
NOTE: When you see two free squares side by side,
you land one foot in each square at the same time
before continuing on one foot.
RULE: If a player steps into the square with the
marker, touches any lines, or touches the ground
with any body part other than the one foot, that
player starts again at square 1.
Variations

Try different hopping actions to go through the
course (alternate foot, feet together, hopping
backwards, etc.)
Make up your own hopscotch grid if chalk is
available
Benefits
This activity develops dynamic balance,
coordination, and rhythm required for activities at
older ages such as running, skipping, hopping, and
dancing.
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✓

Halloween safety –Use battery-operated lights instead of candles in
jack-o-lanterns. We strongly advise you not to use real candles for
decorating your home.

✓

Outdoor fire risks – Prune trees and rake up leaves and twigs. Don’t
store fuel in your home or garage. Keep your roof, gutters, and
downspouts clear of debris and remove fuel from lawn mowers
before storing them for winter.

✓

Create a fire escape plan Designate an escape route for each area of
your home and establish a meeting place outside. Practice escaping
your home while staying low to avoid breathing in smoke. Also
practice escaping through windows using emergency ladders.

SECURE CERTIFICATE OF INDIAN STATUS
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Any individual who is registered as an Indian under the Indian Act is
eligible to apply for a Secure Certificate of Indian Status Card.
Applications for Secure Certificate of Indian Status Cards can be
obtained on the AANDC Web page, on the forms page.
Which documents are required for a Secure Certificate Status Card?
Original proof of Birth document.
Two passport style photographs.
Valid Identification.
Complete Application Form.

SAMPLE CARD
More information on the Secure Certificate Status Card can be found on the AANDC web page.
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Until all first nations are converted to the secure status card, there will still be the issue of the Certificate of Status Cards.
The Secure Certificate of Indian Status card is valid up to ten years.
Lost or Stolen Secure Certificate of Indian Status cards forms are also obtained on the AANDC web page.
Purchase of a Passport Photo at Walmart, Shoppers Drug Mart, London Drugs.
Application fee—FREE. Mail out completed application .
If you have any questions, contact Naomi Mack-Membership Clerk at 1-877-726-4230
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Toquaht Nation
1971 Peninsula Road
PO Box 759
Ucluelet, BC V0R 3A0

