
FROM THE MARCH 21, 2015 PEOPLE’S 

ASSEMBLY 

These questions were asked and suggestions made by attendees  

Lands, Public Works & Natural Resources 

1. When are we getting new homes? 

Bringing people home is a central goal for the Toquaht Nation. It is also 

important that the community being built at Macoah is sustainable financially, 

environmentally, socially and culturally. There are a number of decisions being 

made by Council and Executive right now to make sure we have the right 

foundation to build houses.  For example, the waste water treatment facility is 

moving forward, decisions are being made about the form and title of 

ownership/leases for Toquaht lands and houses, home builders/suppliers are being 

researched and homes are being budgeted. It seems slow, but the Nation hopes 

to build at least one new home every year, starting in 2016, so that at least 

one Toquaht family can move home each year. 

OBJECTIVE 

BRING ONE NEW TOQUAHT FAMILY 
HOME EACH YEAR, STARTING IN 2016 



Another great new advancement is that the Toquaht Housing Authority has been 

brought together to look after Nation owned homes – so that the Nation can 

focus on governance and does not have to act as a “landlord.” The Housing 

Authority is made up of: (Usma) Angela Antoine, Kelly Johnsen and Tamara 

Plonka, and they will manage rental contracts with Toquaht citizens and manage 

renovations and maintenance on Nation owned houses. 

2. When can citizens begin building their own homes in the territory? 

The Nation wants to encourage sustainable development of houses at Macoah. 

But deciding on a form of land ownership is an important first step. This 

decision required information about the value of land at Macoah, and other 

research. Also, to provide all citizens with certainty about what will be built 

next to them, the Nation will put laws in place for building. These will be 

similar to standard building and zoning laws. Environmental protection laws are 

also in place – this is relevant because there are so many fish bearing streams 

around Macoah. There are still a few decisions to be made before this can  

OBJECTIVE 

MAKE THE DECISIONS THAT WILL GIVE 
CERTAINTY TO THOSE WHO WANT TO BUILD 



happen. Citizens and especially youth are always invited to discuss what is going 

on with lands decisions, and how to get involved with Toquaht developments. 

3. Can a citizen own a home that is not their primary residence (vacation 

home)? 

Yes, Toquaht is developing an area (zones) for vacation use.  

a. If we can own vacation home will we be able to pass it down to our 

children or whoever we want to bequeath it to?  

The type of lease/ownership being considered is one that can be passed down as 

long as lease terms/citizenship requirements are adhered to. Keep in 

conversations with your Council leaders on how this may work for you. These 

decisions have not been made yet by Council. 

4. I recognize that I (as an “off-reserve” citizen) need to engage more myself 

but can Domestic Harvest (previously known as food fish) Pick-Up be 

coordinated better, e.g. be given more than 1 days’ notice for pick-up when 

travel is required? 

OBJECTIVE 

CONTACT CITIZENS THE WEEK BEFORE THE 
FISHERMAN GOES OUT IN JUNE. 



Salmon almost always comes in June. So June is a good time to have plans to 

be nearby, or to make preparations for someone else to be nearby to pick up 

food fish for you. We can do call outs/emails/facebook posts the week before 

the fisherman goes out to give you an estimated day, but due to weather and 

fishing conditions we cannot always be sure of the day the fish comes in. In 

previous years, due to preferred fishing times, the fish has come in on a 

Monday. The uncertainty around food fish logistics is challenging for everyone: 

the fisherman, the Nation employees, and citizens waiting for pick up. We will 

all do our best to give as much notice as possible! 

5. Would like to know where past villages etc. were located on our lands. 

This is information is available at the Nation office in the Lands Department, 

but it is not currently in a digital format that is easy to share. The Lands 

department is slowly building up a digital database that would make it easier to 

create and share maps with this kind of information. There are many that hope 

to have the ‘real’ Toquaht names available on maps and signs.  

OBJECTIVE 

CREATE A DIGITAL MAP DATABASE TO 
SHARE TRADITIONAL VILLAGE INFORMATION 



There are a number of areas that were set aside during the treaty negotiation 

process for recreation tenures. we would like to have classes to develop citizens’ 

cultural and historical knowledge to enhance their development of rec. tenures on 

Toquaht lands. This could be built into these recreation tenures business plans to 

incorporate this learning tool. We are in exciting times to be learning this 

together.  

Noah Plonka, Elected Council, Lands, Public Works and Environmental Protection 

and Resource Harvesting, noahp@toquaht.ca 250 726 4230  

Juliet Van Vliet, Director of Lands, Public Works and Resources 

julietv@toquaht.ca 250 726 4230 x231 

David Johnsen, Program Administrator of Lands, Public Works and Resources 

Davidj@toquaht.ca 250 726 4230  

We want to hear from you! 

IF YOU EVER HAVE LANDS, PUBLIC WORKS, RESOURCES OR 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION QUESTIONS, FEEL FREE TO CALL, 
EMAIL OR CHAT WITH: 

mailto:noahp@toquaht.ca
mailto:julietv@toquaht.ca
mailto:Davidj@toquaht.ca
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