
December 3, 2015

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS MADE AT THE
MARCH 21, 2015 PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY

Community Services
1. What’s the difference between an ‘Enrolee’ and a ‘Citizen’?

There are differences between being an ‘Enrolee’ and being a ‘Citizen’. If you are an
‘Enrolee’ you are automatically a ‘Citizen’, but not vice versa.

You can apply to become an Enrolee if you,

1) Have Toquaht ancestry
2) Were adopted by law or custom by a person who is Toquaht
3) Are accepted as a Toquaht and has demonstrated attachment to the

community

You can apply to become a Toquaht Citizen if you,

1) Were on the Indian Registry list prior to Treaty
2) Were adopted as a child or
3) Have lineage (bloodlines) of a Toquaht

The main difference between a Enrolee and a is Citizen is,

An Enrolee has additional Treaty Benefits, such as

1) Domestic harvesting rights; fishing (aka Food fish), wildlife, migratory birds
2) Access to residential interest on Toquaht lands
3) Access to K-12 dollars set aside for good grades incentives etc.

2. Can non-Indians (people who do not have a blood connection but are
affiliated with Toquaht Nation) be a citizen?

The only non-Indians who gained Indian Registry (status) prior to Effective Date of
Treaty can be a Citizen.

At this time, we have not developed criteria that could allow individuals for other
special cases. (It is something we may revisit at some point in the future.)
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3. How are children registered for status?

When the parent’s register their child with the BC government (vital statistics), they
must request the order of a large birth certificate which states both parent’s names.

Naomi Mack, our Citizenship Clerk will contact parents with an application for
‘Indian Registry’ and a reminder to include the original birth certificate. This is then,
the parent’s responsibility to send Naomi the application with original birth
certificate.  From there, AANDC will determine the child’s eligibility for Indian
Registry

Naomi will then ask parents if they wish to fill out a ‘Citizenship and Enrolment
Application’.

a. Is there a difference between enrolling a child as opposed to
simply applying for citizenship?

Yes, the Citizenship and Enrolment Application Form has a check-box for applying
simply for ‘Toquaht Citizenship’ or ‘Toquaht Citizenship and Enrolment under the
Maa-nulth Treaty’

There are differences in eligibility for ‘Toquaht Citizenship’ and ‘Enrolment under
the Maa-nulth Treaty’.

If you have any questions, you may contact Naomi at the office.

Would like more Health Projects like the HEPC & HIV/AIDS walk.

Department of Community Services are always looking for funding opportunities for
health, social and culturally related activities and workshops.

If you have ideas or suggestions, please contact the office.

4. Incorporate more culture into People’s Assemblies and other gatherings.

Each department (Operations, Lands, Finance and Community Services) of the
Toquaht Nation are each responsible for one Peoples Assembly per year. The
Peoples Assemblies are to update Citizen’s and there is an idea or suggestion on
ways to incorporate culture into our gathering, we would love to hear from you!
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5. Start a Family Tree project to find out who our ancestors are.

The Department of Community Services has started a ‘Family Tree’ project for our
Toquaht Citizens.  We have purchased a large canvas curtain to eventually transfer
all information to once we obtain as many family names and lineage as possible.
This will be an on-going project that may take some time to fully complete.

General Administration
1. Can we make changes to the Maa-nulth Final Agreement?

Yes, as stated in 1.14.1 of the Maa-nulth Final Agreement (the Treaty) any
amendments must be agreed upon by all three parties; Canada, BC, and Maa-nulth
at any time.

There will also be a 15-Year Review of the Treaty in 2026 with Canada, BC and the
five Maa-nulth First Nations.  A Set of 52 Indicators has been developed and each
year leading up to the review the Maa-nulth Nations record their own information
that will be compiled for the Five Nations, BC and Canada to review.
Recommendations can come from these reviews to negotiate amendments if
required and agreed upon.

2. Can you share information in a timelier manner than what occurs
currently?

Yes, this is being worked on right now by administration. It has been challenging as
most citizens live ‘away from home’. We have been diligently trying to close that
gap. We hold four Peoples’ Assemblies each year.  We have consultation meetings
on large projects when they occur. We have a Twitter account, both a Toquaht
Nation Facebook account and a Toquaht Health Resource Facebook account and the
Toquaht Nation website for citizens to view, along with the quarterly newsletter. We
are actively trying to improve our communication but it is also your responsibility to
access our resources, call or email the office staff or come in to the office with your
questions and concerns. As always, if you change your contact information please
keep Naomi updated.


