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NOTICES... 

Chief and Council 

Ha’wilth 

 Chief Anne Mack

Cha-ma-ta 

 Kevin Mack

Members of Council: 

 Kirsten Johnsen

 Naomi Mack

 Noah Plonka

Past Chiefs 

Grand Chief: 

 Bert Mack

 Cecil Mack

SUBMISSIONS FOR THE NEWSLETTER 
Send by Canada Post or by email to: 

Toquaht Nation 
Attention Naomi Mack 
PO Box 759 
Ucluelet, BC 
V0R 3A0  

E-mail: naomim@toquaht.ca
Please note that your submission may or may not be used, and will 
be subject to editing and/or approval. 

UPCOMING HOLIDAYS & OFFICE CLOSURES 

Friday April 14, 2017 Good Friday 

Monday April 17, 2017 Easter Monday 

Monday May 22, 2017 Victoria Day 

Wednesday June 21, 2017 National Aboriginal Day 

Saturday July 1,2017 Canada Day 

SPECIAL OCCASIONS 

Saturday March 11, 2017 People’s Assembly 

Monday March 20, 2017 St. Patrick’s Day 

Sunday May 14, 2017 Mother’s Day 

Sunday June 17,2017 Father’s Day 

PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY 

DATE:  March 11, 2017 

TIME:  11:30AM - 4:00PM 

PLACE:  Bestwestern Plus Barclay Hotel 

 Please call Toquaht Office to confirm your

attendance to this meeting. 

“Change of Address” 

When you have a change of address or phone 

number, inform the Toquaht Office .  You can 

phone or email the office or leave a message 

on the Toquaht Facebook page.  Staying 

updated with current contact  

 information is important to us. 

Please send any 

Digital photos to 

kirstenj@toquaht.ca 

CULTURAL PRACTICE 

A big “Thank You” to all 
participants who made 

it to our first few 
cultural practices.  

Held Every Other 
Weekend

COMING UP 

March 25th, 2017

At the Hupacasath 
House of Gathering, 

Port Alberni

See you there! 



 

  

Chief Anne Mack 
Toquaht ḥaʔwił  
 

 

1971 Peninsula Road 

Ucluelet, BC, V0R3A0 

Phone: 250-726-4230  ext. 224 

Fax: 250-726-4403 

E-mail: annem@toquaht.ca  

Message From Ha’wilth Anne Mack 

The theme of the Gathering Wisdom for a Shared 

Journey VIII forum this year was Learning from the 

Past and Planning for the Future.  With this we 

acknowledged that “social determinants of health” 

is not a new concept to Indigenous peoples. This 

holistic concept of health reflects our connection 

between physical, mental, spiritual and emotional 

dimensions of well-being.  We must reflect on these 

teachings, values and traditions as we chart the 

course for the next step in this health journey. 

The Gathering, held from November 30th to 

December 2nd 2016, were full days of listening to 

reports from provincial ministries, such as Lori 

Wanamaker, Children and Family Services;  Richard 

Fyfe, Deputy Minister of  Justice and Public Safety; 

Mark Sieben, Deputy Minister of PSSG; Dave Byng, 

Deputy Minister of Education; and Sandra Carroll, 

Deputy Minister of AVED. 

The objective of the forum were to: 

 Inform the strategic direction of Ministries 

through dialogue with Deputy Ministers; 

 Set the stage for ongoing dialogue on the social 

determinants of health in Sub-regional and 

Regional Caucuses; and 

 Discuss next steps in the process to develop a 

ten-year social determinants of health strategy 

over a period of 18 months. 

The keynote speaker, Terry Cross,  Founder – 

National Indian Child Welfare Association, USA, gave 

an inspiring presentation on the his model of social 

determinants of health that has  been developed 

over many years of working with communities with 

safety at the core, supporting families and keeping 

children safe within the communities. 

He spoke of the decolonization that needs to take 

place at communities by developing partnerships 

with the ministries, elders, youth, service providers 

and to use our ancestral wisdom which is a system 

of care that is our philosophy and family driven. 

Building your own protective system within your 

community through partnerships of services of 

native and non-native organizations, working with 

elders, youth and families to provide this all-

inclusive program that encompasses this safety net 

for child welfare is the key. 

Remembering our culture is the most important step 

in this direction. As Toquaht is on this path through 

our cultural resurgence of preparing for the 

important potlatch for the late Chief Bert Mack and 

wife, Lillian.  

Thank you for your support. 

Wii-tsuts-koom, Chief Anne Mack. 
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Message From Director of Community Services 

 

Lisa Morgan,  

Community Services 

PO Box 759 

1971 Peninsula Road 

Ucluelet, BC, V0R3A0 

Phone: 250-726-4230  ext. 226 

Working together  

As a  

Community 

Message from the Director of Community Services 

I am truly looking forward to this year 2017! 

The Community Services Department team members 

are going to be busy bees this year: preparation for 

late Chief Bert Mack’s potlatch on Sept 23, 2017, 

developing our own Social Development Plan and 

Post-Secondary Policies, and hosting cultural 

education workshops throughout the spring and 

summer to name just a few projects. 

Reminders to all students! 

From ages Kindergarten to Grade 12  

All students can apply the ‘Good Grades Incentive’. 

Each student can access up to $200 per year, but 

report cards must be submitted to Naomi Mack 

within two weeks from receiving student’s report 

card. If your child(ren) are having any difficultly with 

any studies, parents may be able to access funds for a 

tutor.  You may contact Naomi or myself for more 

information. 

Make sure you let us know if you are graduating 

grade 12! We do offer bursaries! 

Post secondary students  

The deadline for post secondary applications was 

January 31.  Late applications may be considered for 

funding but on a case-by-case basis.   

Noreen Frank and I are developing a checklist to be 

sent out to our post secondary students, this will help 

remind students of deadlines; submission of unofficial 

transcripts, registration, and faxing bookstore ahead 

of time for books and supplies etc.      

2nd Call out for Youth 

Recreation Fund  

We are offering a second 

call out for youth 

recreation fund applications for students in grades K-

12.  This is to assist with extra-curricular or physical 

activities: swimming, sports, dance, music, art, 

science camps etc. Students may be eligible up to 

$100 per year.  Contact Naomi or Lisa for more 

information. 

All applications can be viewed at www.toquaht.ca 
Keep updated with our Toquaht Nation Facebook for 

future workshops and training, employment 

opportunities, post secondary training, and 

information on bursaries and scholarships! Cultural 

events and workshops will also be displayed 

periodically.  

It’s important to keep the office 

up to date with your contact 

information, especially if it’s as 

simple as an email change.  I 

have created a Toquaht Citizen 

email group, this is helpful for those Citizens who do 

not use social media. 

Again, I am glad to be back in the office with a fresh 

outlook and a positive attitude!  Kleco Kleco! 

http://www.toquaht.ca
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Director of Lands, Public Works, & Resources 

Happy New Year! What an exciting 2017 this will be!  

The Lands, Resources and Public Works Department 

passed a few important landmarks in 2016 to help us 

achieve our goal of bringing people home to a thriving 

community. A new part time operations and 

maintenance job has been created to support the 

workings of our new waste water treatment facility and 

the existing water treatment facility.  

We have also been working in partnership with INAC to 

build 6 new social housing homes. Check out the above 

housing concept drawings and let us know what you 

think! We should see construction begin on the new 

duplex homes this summer. The Toquaht Housing 

Authority will manage these homes. 

We are working hard with industry and other levels of 

government to co-manage our lands and natural 

resources. This fish season will be important! We will 

secure domestic harvest for distribution to citizens but 

also for the potlatch. 

We are working with Paul and Ocean, students from the 

Indigenous planning program at UBC on a Macoah 

village plan. As part of this process, we passed out a 

survey at the Christmas Peoples Assembly to ask you 

about your housing needs. We will be looking for more 

of your input on a gathering space at Macoah, on 

housing and jobs, and on the kind of community you 

want to come home to.  

Paul and Ocean also helped us put together some 

background research on Toquaht citizen demographics 

and Macoah history that we have included in this 

newsletter. Your input on surveys and on the work we 

have done so far will help us make decisions about the 

future community layout and future community 

activities. 

Please stay tuned for online surveys and look for us on 

Saturdays at culture practice in Port Alberni for 

opportunities to share your thoughts about future 

development.  

Juliet Van Vliet,  
Lands Department 

PO Box 759 

1971 Peninsula Road 

Ucluelet, BC, V0R3A0 
Phone: 250-726-4230  ext. 231 

Fax: 250-726-4403 
E-mail: julietv@toquaht.ca 

Please remember that space heaters can be deadly if combustible fabrics or furnishings are 

near! During this extremely cold winter, treat all sources of heat as a fire risk. Position all 

heaters away from combustible materials such as curtains and clothing, and always turn off 

and unplug heaters when not in use.   

Safety Message 
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Being Active -  

Making exercise more convenient 

Feel like you have no time to exercise? Remember, 
every minute of activity counts. Consider trying 
some of these tips: 

 Keep a pair of walking shoes at work 

 Keep clothes you need for a workout in your car 

 Keep hand weights near your television or 
phone 

When an opportunity for exercise comes along 
you’ll be ready. 

Start Walking 
 
When you start walking with a pedometer, 
go through your normal daily routines and 
wear the pedometer, so that it keeps track 
of your steps for one full week. If you 
would like to increase your walking start by 
adding only 200 steps per day for the first 
week, and then add another 200 steps 
after that, and then add another 200 steps 
and so on. 
 
If walking is your main activity for long-
term healthy physical activity, then walking 
10,000 steps a day is recommended. 

Added Benefits to Walking 
 
Walking is a wonderful way to spend time with 
family and friends, and to be re-connected to the 
land. 

 
Walking will: 
 

 Increase your energy level 

 Enhance your mental well-
being 

 Help you relax and sleep better 

 Help you reduce your body fat and tone your 
muscles 

 Increase bone density, thereby helping to 
prevent osteoporosis 

 Help increase flexibility and co-ordination 

Pedometer - Distance Counter 
A pedometer is a gadget that you wear on yourself to 
record the number of steps you take. To check the 
pedometer reading, press the reset button ensuring 
that the screen reads all zeros. Take approximately 20 
steps with the pedometer placed upright on your 

hipbone. If the pedometer does not read 19-21 steps 
during this time, try placing the pedometer in a slightly 
different position on your hip and re-test again.   
 
You may also find ones you place on your shoes or wrist 
etc. 

Good things come 

to those who  ….. 

Naomi Mack, IRA 
Administration Assistant 

PO Box 759 
1971 Peninsula Road 

Ucluelet, BC, V0R3A0 

Phone: 250-726-4230  ext. 221 

Fax: 250-726-4403 

E-mail: naomim@toquaht.ca  
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Let’s sing-nunuuk 

    nunuukmah ̣

       nunuukma     nunuukmeʔicuu 

I am singing 
We are singing 

You are singing 

They are singing 
You all are singing 

Nuuk = song 

He,she is singing 

ʔam̓iiʔiƛy̓ak song for entering the house. 

c̓iiqy̓ak a prayer song, chant. 

čiisan̓apy̓ak a song for pulling up a visitors’ canoe. 

ḥakʷaƛsmac̓ak a song for defending one’s daughter against wooers. 

nunuukmeʔic 

     nunuukmaʔał 

nunuukmin 
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Start time: 11:45 a.m. 

11:45 a.m. Convene 
 Call to order, Opening remarks 
 Adoption of Agenda 

  Additions and Deletions 
 Approval of minutes from December 3rd, 2016 

12:00 p.m. Lunch 

Economic Development Rick Shafer 15 min 

2017-2018 Annual Budget Act Robyn Rea 30 min 

2017-2022 5-Year Financial Plan Act Robyn Rea 15 min 

Lands Department Updates  45 min 

 Macoah Housing  Juliet Van Vliet 

 Village Plan Project  UBC students Paul Hillsdon & Ocean Luo  

 Fish & Resources David Johnsen 

 Public Works Noah Plonka  

Community Services update Lisa Morgan 20 min 

 Education 

 Accessing Recreational Youth Fund 

 Health Services 

 Emergency Preparedness (Macoah Emergency Team)  

Treaty 101   Angela Polifroni 15 min 

 Open Floor 

Decide on date and location of next People’s Assembly 

 Dates to choose from in June & July 

 June  3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th 

 July  8th, 15th, 22nd    

Closing 

Toquaht Nation People’s Assembly 

March 11th, 2017 
Barclay Best Western 

Port Alberni, BC 
PROPOSED AGENDA 
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Attendance: See Sheet 

Chair: Anne Mack 

Guest: Judith Sayers, Chelsea Medd, Jeff Cook, Bruce Hurbst, Paul Hillsdon, Ocean 
Luo 

Recorder: Naomi Mack 

People’s Assembly convened 11:30 a.m. 
 
Agenda adopted by consensus 
Approved July 23, 2016 meetings minutes by consensus 

12:00 p.m.  - Lunch Break 

1:00 p.m. convened meeting 

1) Announcements 

a) Introductions: Chelsea Medd, M’akola Development; Jeff Cook, UBC instructor who 

oversees UBC Indigenous Planning Concentration students (Paul Hillsdon and Ocean 

Luo) who are contracted to do some work with Lands Department; and Judith Sayers.  

2) Riddell Specific Claim update  (conference call with Gary Yabsley) 

a) Had a brief explanation and update of the Riddell Specific Claim. 

b) Canada has accepted this claim for Toquaht to receive the amount of $34, 485.00, 

final forms to be signed by Council in the new year.  

3) Audited Financial Statements (2015-2016)  Bruce Hurbst 

a) Reviewed Audited financial statements 

i) NRT Grant funds to be reported by Lisa Morgan. 

b) Question from citizens:   

i) Will there be grants to go towards Toquaht Youth? 

(1) Yes, citizens will have the opportunity to apply for funds for youth activities, to 

attend annual youth gatherings etc. 

ii) Is the Children’s Trust Fund still available? 

(1) Yes, upon a Toquaht citizen turning 18 years of age their apportionment will be 

released. 

4) Economic Development update 

a) Updates to current Economic Development projects 
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i) Lucky Creek Hydro project to generate revenue once project is complete 

ii) Turnout at Secret Beach Campground and Marina has continued to increase  

iii) Remediation of the Toquaht Marina and Campground is still under negotiation 

iv) Barclay Sound Shellfish; Scallop and Oyster harvest has been going well 

v) Toquaht Forest Operations 

(1) Forestry Jobs will be announced in 2017 

(2) Woodlots to generate revenue  

(3) Toquaht Forestry manager: Ken Matthews 

(4) Natural Botanical harvesting possibilities  

(5) Trail building possibilities 

vi) Macoah Community Waste Water Project 

(1) Ongoing with final construction to be end of March 2017. 

(2) The MCWW upgrades will allow for Future housing development. 

vii) Toquaht Industrial Park 

(1) Toquaht Saw Mill to be relocated to the dryland sort area. 

viii) Hayuu Fishing Enterprises 

(1) Great for training purposes, access to fishing licenses (Salmon, Herring, other) 

5) Macoah Housing Engagement  

a) Survey was handed out and completed at this meeting; all entrants were entered into 

a draw. 

b) Introductions: 

i) Chelsea Medd, M’akola Development 

ii) Toquaht Housing Authority:  Kelly Johnsen, Tamara Plonka, Angela Antoine 

(unable to attend) 

iii) UBC Instructor: Jeff Cook; UBC Students: Paul Hillsdon, Ocean Luo. 

c) There will be six housing units to be built starting in 2017.   

i) Details of these housing units to be presented at next People’s Assembly  

6) Budget Engagement 

a) Power Point Presentation on Budget Engagement.  A presentation to outline where 

Toquaht Dollars go in regards to budget planning. 
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i) Power Point indicated the structure of Financial Priority; what are the more 

important items to put into the budget. 

ii) Short and Long Term Planning; ideas to be used in a short or long time span. 

iii) What to invest in for the future. 

b) Citizen input/ideas of what to invest towards Macoah/Treaty Lands: 

i) Funds towards Canoe Journeys; to put canoe to use 

ii) Resource guardian funds 

iii) Rangers or Radio Tower 

iv) Purchase a Grader to manage gravel road 

v) To build a resort 

vi) To have a fire department 

vii) To have an Information Center – Gallery 

viii) To have signage to indicate “Toquaht Territory” 

ix) To have a store 

x) to have a miniature golf course 

xi) to build a gym, wellness center 

xii) To have a School Bus 

xiii) To have a Toquaht Government building 

xiv) To have a Storage or Compound. 

xv) To have a Shooting/Archery Recreation Center 

xvi) To have an interactive learning center/museum. 

xvii) To have an Animal Recovery Station. 

7) Potlatch update 

a) Starting January 2017, the Songs and Dance practices will take place at the new 

Uchucklesaht Government building at bottom of Argyle Street in Port Alberni.  Asking 

for as many to participate.  It could be possible for another drum making event to 

occur, will keep you posted on this.  Potlatch to be held at Macoah on September 23rd, 

2017.  A Planning Committee has met to discuss the plans of the Potlatch.   
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Date and location of the next People’s Assembly meeting:  

 March 11, 2017 in Port Alberni. 
  

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Door Prize Winners: 
  

Noreen Frank  
Chelsea Medd 
Kelly Johnsen 
Linda Williams  
Thearon Mack  
Shakaya Mack  
Jamie 
Eric Mack Jr. 
Robin Mack Jr. 
Jonathan Mack 

Shaun Webber 
Gloria Webber 
Robin Mack Sr. 
Mathew Touchie Jr. 
Jacob Williams 
Joseph Webber 
Vince McKay Sr. 
Jim Fox 
Larry Johnson 
Buck Goodman 

Charlotte Carpenter 
Carlos Mack 
Randall Mack Jr. 
Norma Fox 
Sheryl-Ann 
Noah Plonka 
Theresa Mack 
Andrew Mack 
Juliet Van Vliet 

Minutes prepared by N. Mack 

Chairperson  

Law Clerk  

Date   
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